


Educateurs Sans Frontières Thailand 2015

PRESENTATION

For those of you who don’t know me yet, my name is Sandrine Mallet, I’m a Montessori teacher from France, I have been AMI trained for 3 to 6 
and 6 to 12 children, and have been teaching in a bilingual school for 8 years in paris.

I have started an organisation, called KidsRfuture, which aims to support Montessori programs for underprivileged children, by creating 
partnerships between those programs and already self-financed schools.

www.kidsrfuture.org 
contact@kidsrfuture.org

http://www.kidsrfuture.org
mailto:contact@kidsrfuture.org
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Energy Resources

- 800 000 persons committed suicide in the world in 2014 :  
- 1 person every 40 seconds. 

- There have been 248 wars since the second world war, 90 % of the 
victims are civilians. 

- More than 2 million children have died in the 10 past years in wars. 

- 795 million people suffer from famine in the world. Which means 1 
person out of 9. More than 5 million children die from famine every 
year, which means one child is dying from famine every six seconds. 

- The number of mammals, birds, reptiles, amphibians, and fish 
worldwide has declined a whopping 52 % within 40 years. The main 

culprits? Humans. Mainly through hunting, fishing, deforestation, 
pollution, and other forms of habitat destruction. 

- Richest 1% own more than the rest of the world…



per year

Maria Montessori believes this « universal consciousness » must be awakened and  
cultivated between the ages of six and twelve, since they are very receptive to this idea. 

KidsRfuture’s aim is to play a part in this.

- The earth is SICK and its recovery is more & more uncertain. 
  We have to begin to create the basics of an empathetic civilization for a fundamental shift of 

human consciousness.



CHILDREN HELPING CHILDREN  

The main goal of KidsRfuture is to give to children opportunities to develop and fully express 
their inborn altruism, while supporting Montessori programs for children in need. 



PEACE CODE IN THE HUMAN BRAIN 

Children possess more inborn altruism than previously thought, and much can be done to nurture it. 
The new sciences of child development have undergone a revolution in recent years and what’s been uncovered 

is a peace potential encoded in the neurology of every child.  
In our brain, we all have at least 10 specialized empathy centers. 

During childhood, these empathy centers grow like muscles grow, through nourishment and use. Every time a 
child receives or gives empathy, new neuro pathways are formed in his empathy centers. 



KIDSRFUTURE GIVES THE ELEMENTARY OR ADOLESCENT 
CHILDREN THE OPPORTUNITY TO IMPLEMENT IT, IN 

COLLABORATION WITH HIS PEERS, IN A MEANINGFUL 
WAY.

MONTESSORI ENVIRONMENTS ALLOW THE CHILDREN 
TO DEVELOP THEIR NATURAL EMPATHY.



Montessori programs  
for underprivileged 

children

Schools still dependent on external grants to subsist



I first want to present you some of the programs, most of which I have been to within the three past years. I found out about some of them 
through Jules Layman’s website, or Susan Stephenson’s, and some of them contacted KidsRfuture directly. I don’t have the time to get into 
details, but you can find more information and a few more schools on the website (www.kidsrfuture.org) 

http://www.kidsrfuture.org


ARGENTINA





CASA DEL NIÑO 

 In a very poor and dangerous neighborhood where drug is omnipresent. It was at the beginning a welcome centre for children in which 
they could play, get medical care, and eat properly. But 8 years ago, it has become a Montessori school. Argentina Montessori 
Foundation has offered the 3 to 6 training to 5 teachers and most of the material was made by the staff or given to them.
The beginnings were very difficult, children would arrive dirty, shouting, breaking the material and hitting one another, because  they 
have never learned to behave in an other way. But after some time, the children have started being more calm, ordered, respectful, self 
confident, happy ! 
The principal told me that the most important for her is the fact that the children know they have the choice ! They can choose their 
work, and they can think, choose to study and get out one day of the barrio. It subsists thanks to volunteers and donors.



CAMBODIA





SEAMETREY CHILDREN’S VILLAGE

This school is in Phnom penh, and it hosts about 100 children. It is inside/outside, is all made out of wood and 
bamboo, and was opened by a fantastic woman, Muoy You, who was Montessori trained in London a long time 
ago. When she came back to her country she wanted to participate to the reconstruction of her country and 
change the fate of Cambodians by providing children of all backgrounds, workers, farmers, cleaners, a quality 
education. It subsists thanks to volunteers and donors.



THAILAND





KHOM LOY FOUNDATION

Based in the « golden triangle » in the north of Thailand wants to help the Burmese refugees in the fields of agriculture, 
education and crafts. They have opened a small training centre where they provide free Montessori training and 
material to the teachers of the villages who wish to convert their kindergarten in a Montessori environment. They also 
get free mentoring throughout the year. It subsists thanks to volunteers and donors.



NEPAL





GREEN TARA CHILD HAVEN 

In Kathmandu. 160 orphans live here. Next to the orphanage is the school. A Canadian organisation has funded the 
3 to 6 AMI training in Chennai for two of the older orphans. They came back one year later and opened two beautiful 
Montessori environments. It subsists thanks to volunteers and donors.



INDIA





TIBETAN CHILDREN’S VILLAGE

TCV was created by the Dalai Lama’s sister. They support aver 15000 Tibetan refugees children, who are very often 
separated from their parents.
They provide the best education possible, whilst providing a deep and intimate knowledge of the Tibetan cultural 
heritage. Teachers are Montessori trained since over 30 years. 
It subsists thanks to volunteers and donors.



MEXICO





OTOCH PAAL

This school was opened by an AMI Montessori trainer from Mexico, Gabriela Ortega, who couldn’t stand anymore seeing 
those children from the Mayan community on the streets all day, often harming themselves. She found sponsors to build a 
school for them, offered the training to Mayan women, and gave the material.
It subsists thanks to volunteers and donors.



KENYA

LANGATA WOMEN’S PRISON 
Daycare 



LANGATA WOMEN’S PRISON

It’s a prison in Nairobi where women are sentenced to life in prison. Children stay with their mothers until 4. They are then sent 
to live with relatives or in orphanages. They are cared for all day by a staff that is introduced to Montessori principles. They 
need everything and their most urgent need is for clothing. A school in Montpellier is taking care of that at the moment.



SOUTH-AFRICA

IKHAYA LAMBATWANA MONTESSORI 

EARLY LEARNING CENTRE





IKHAYA LAMBATWANA MONTESSORI EARLY LEARNING CENTRE

It is one part of the « Sustainable Coffee bay NPO », in one of the poorest areas of the country. The community 
opened a Montessori environment for the children from 3 to 6. They quickly saw the benefit of investing in the 
development of young children, and are now establishing 6 Montessori pre-schools in the surrounding villages, and 
7 trainings are sponsored by Montessori Centre South African.



PARTNERSHIPS 
Process



THE PROCESS 

Children receive a power point presentation built around the great stories, with an accent on the human’s cosmic task, for those 
who are familiar with the cosmic education. The presentation is given in a way that doesn’t make them feel guilty, or sad, 
because sometimes, they discover poverty on that day. The aim is to let them realize that together, they can really make a 
difference. They also get to see many pictures and stories about the different cultures they are seeing.

At the end of the presentation, I usually don’t have time to ask them if they want to help one of the schools they were shown, 
because they are already bouncing on their chairs saying they want to help. They are then invited to give their ideas on how 
they want to raise money. They have a class meeting several days later during which they choose the school they want to help, 
the action they want to carry out, and they share the responsibilities. Two children are in charge of communicating with me, we 
call them the communicators, and according to their action there can be the treasurer, the advertiser, the presenter, etc.

Once they have raised the funds, we send them to the school that sends in return, either a video or pictures.
They sometimes stay in contact.
The schools need money for many different things. For example, Nepal’s orphanage was partly destroyed during the 
earthquake. Versailles had raised over a 1000 euros for them, that were meant to be used to buy heaters for the classes. 
Children have to work with gloves and a hat during winter. But it was used to reconstruct the building.





Many feedbacks from the teachers or parents reveal how much the children benefit from this.  They achieve 
something positive together, open to a new culture, engage themselves completely for their new friends, without 
hesitating one single minute. There hasn’t been one school I visited where a child hasn’t asked if he could give all 
his savings.
Children are very creative in their ideas for actions to take :

Examples :
Children have written and sold a cook book with all the best recipes from their homes, others have written and 
illustrated a story book, some performed a play, or organized a concert, some organized an evening on the theme of 
their partner school’s country, other children organized a « restaurant » evening at school during which the children 
have cooked, served, and entertained the parents, some baked « viennoiseries » to organise a breakfast at their 
school, others have organized a concert, etc.





This initiative is now at this stage, and it needs more than one person to be able to grow bigger.
It needs to be known by all the AMI Montessori schools and training centres that there is this option for their elementary 
children, so that the number of supporting schools can grow, and we can then imagine help funding mentors’ visits, trainings, 
school openings and so on. 
It needs to be known enough so that the struggling schools know about us and can get in contact and be supported.
It needs to be thought through and brainstormed, to imagine how it could become larger, and maybe benefit other publics, 
supporting or supported ones. It’s a collaborative initiative from head to toe, 



« If we are to teach real peace in this world, and if we are to carry on 
a real war against war, we shall have to begin with the children »



(Quote from Mahatma Gandhi)

So for it to become a big, beautiful and solid tree, please come and see me this week or contact me later if you 
think of a way in which you could participate.



www.kidsrfuture.org 
contact@kidsrfuture.org

Thank you !

http://www.kidsrfuture.org
mailto:contact@kidsrfuture.org

